THE   GREAT   BATTLES
French Army to the carnage at Eylau on that  8th of
February 1807.
Artillery -was pounding over the snow as De Fezensac
set off in the direction of the Kreutzburg road. But the
echoes had barely faded behind him before another
muttering broke out in front, as evidence that Ney was
still in touch with the Prussians. The arrival of Napo-
leon's message, however, meant a speedy breaking-off,
and the 6th Corps turned its head to the east., marching
(as ordered by the old Revolutionary maxim) to the sound
of the cannon.
Ney was to miss the awful impact of battle that came
as a first challenge to the hitherto victorious status of
Napoleon. He was not to see Augereau, mantled in a
great white scarf, lead the attack in the face of a blizzard,
and so expose his flank that it needed Murat with his
century of squadrons and Teathers that rose above his
head like a church tower", as Napoleon put it, to charge
down and restore the wreckage with turn of sabre. The
day was through and a red sun going down behind the
birch-trees on the 'western rim of the snowy flats when
Ney appeared. And although his columns failed to
engage they persuaded Bennigsen that the fight had taken
a new turn, and he drew off into the twilight.
The reality of the Russian withdrawal was not apparent
to Ney, who looked forward to a prominent part on the
morrow. He spent the night with his staff on bare boards
in a -wayside cottage, and it seems there was drama in
the air to colour their expectance of sunrise. Even the
Marshal reacted as though to a sense of sinister awareness
on the frozen field of Eylau, and before sleeping his
conversation was wild and affected. elf need be,' he told
his officers, "I shall dismount sword in hand, and I hope
you -will all follow/ It was a needless stipulation for
any grade of the Grand Army, but, as men who recog-
nized in the straining of his greater nerve a core for their
own anxiety, they reassured him.
With the coming of daylight, when the Russians -were
91